30 Sep Thursday

the Vulgate

First Reading: (Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12) All
the people gathered as one man into the
square before the Water Gate; and they told
Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law
of Moses which the Lord had given to Israel.
And Ezra the priest brought the law before
the assembly, both men and women and all
who could hear with understanding, on the
first day of the seventh month. And he read
from it facing the square before the Water
Gate from early morning until midday, in
the presence of the men and the women
and those who could understand; and the
ears of all the people were attentive to the
book of the law. And Ezra the scribe stood
on a wooden pulpit which they had made
for the purpose; and opened the book in the
sight of all the people, for he was above all
the people; and when he opened it all the
people stood. And Ezra blessed the Lord,
the great God; and all the people answered,
“Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands; and
they bowed their heads and worshiped the
Lord with their faces to the ground. Also the
Levites, helped the people to understand
the law, while the people remained in their
places. And they read from the book, from the
law of God, clearly; and they gave the sense,
so that the people understood the reading.
And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and
Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites
who taught the people said to all the people,
“This day is holy to the Lord your God; do
not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept
when they heard the words of the law. Then
he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fatand
drink sweet wine and send portions to him
for whom nothing is prepared; for this day
is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved,
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for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” So
the Levites stilled all the people, saying, “Be
quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved.”
And all the people went their way to eat and
drink and to send portions and to make great
rejoicing, because they had understood the
words that were declared to them.

Ps 18:8-11
R./ The precepts of the Lord gladden
the heart.

Gospel: (Lk 10:1-12) The Lord appointed
seventy others, and sent them on ahead of
him, two by two, into every town and place
where he himself was about to come. And
he said to them, “The harvest is plentiful,
butthe labourers are few; pray therefore the
Lord of the harvest to send outlabourers into
his harvest. Go your way; behold, I send you
out as lambs in the midst of wolves. Carry
no purse, no bag, no sandals; and salute no
one on the road. Whatever house you enter,
first say, ‘Peace be to this house!” And if a
son of peace is there, your peace shall rest
upon him; but if not, it shall return to you.
And remain in the same house, eating and
drinking what they provide, for the labourer
deserves his wages; do not go from house to
house. Whenever you enter a town and they
receive you, eat what is set before you; heal
the sick in it and say to them, “The kingdom
of God has come near to you. But whenever
you enter a town and they do notreceive you,
go into its streets and say, ‘Even the dust of
your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off
againstyou; nevertheless know this, that the
kingdom of God has come near’ I tell you, it
shall be more tolerable on that day for Sodom
than for that town.”

REFLECTION

To continue and to fulfill the mission of proclaiming the Good News to the whole world
Jesus chooses seventy others. His sending them two by two can mean representation
of the two commands of love: Love your God and love your neighbour. The whole mis-
sionary life must be guided by this virtue of love. Nothing should take predominance in
the life of a disciple. Each Christian when guided by these two commands becomes an
effective missionary. A life of love offered without any measure is the quality of

missionay life.



